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Critical Analysis Essay


In Blake Hurst’s article, “The Omnivore’s Delusion” he expresses his frustration with Americans who criticize the current farming industry. His frustrations reached a breaking point during a plane ride where he overheard an ill-informed man boisterously complaining about the agricultural industry. Hurst is an industrial farmer in Missouri who believes that it is not practical for all farmers to participate in organic farming. He attempts to debunk the common misconception that because he is an industrial farmer, he is therefore polluting the environment, and harming his livestock. Much of the American population has unrealistic expectations of present day farmers. Now a days “going green” and eating organically seems to be a fad, but many people fail to consider what that means for farmers. If every farmer in America adopted the organic methods, it would be impossible to provide enough food to satisfy the entire country. Hurst argues that industrial farming is the only way to meet the needs of the entire population. A portion of the American population goes hungry everyday due to the high cost of food. If more farmers adopted the organic method, there would be a dramatic increase in the number of American unable to afford enough food to feed their families (Hurst, 2009).


Hurst immediately builds his creditability, or ethos by stating that he has been an industrial farmer for thirty years, therefore qualifying him to be a knowledgeable person to speak on the subject. Hurst uses a form of pathos to defend a farmer’s need to keep their animals confined in sheds when he tells the story of a turkey farmer who lost four thousand turkeys in one night. This farmer had a “free range” turkey farm where he raised the turkeys naturally and let them roam around freely in the pasture. One night during a thunderstorm four thousand turkey drowned because they stood outside with their heads towards the sky and their mouths agape. The reader feels sympathetic towards this farmer who lost everything and the animals who were not smart enough to seek shelter during the storm. Various forms of logos are used throughout the article as he discusses methods he uses first hand while farming, as well as stories from other farmers who practice industrial farming.


Hurst presents counter evidence throughout his article by quoting other authors who believe that industrial farmers are not doing everything they can to protect the environment. Hurst criticizes Michael Pollen’s “ The Omnivore’s Dilemma” by suggesting that Pollens “new” ideas have been practiced by farmers for years (Hurst, 2009). Pollen recommends that the government force farmers to use less fossil fuels and nonrenewable resources, and move towards farming methods that use natural resources, but Hurst claims that farmers have been coming up with ways to utilize more natural resources since the 1950s. Hurst continues to criticize Pollen’s unoriginal ideas throughout the article.


Through Hurst’s use of ethos, logos, pathos he successfully convinces the reader to be more sympathetic towards a farmer’s plight. It is easy for American consumers to get caught up in the organic movement, believing every horrifying “fact” they read about the industrial farming, but after reading Hurst’s article the reader gains a new perspective on farming, as well as how unpractical going organic can be. Hurst quotes authors who express anti-industrial farming sentiments, and disproves their arguments using logic and facts about his own personal farming techniques. He proves that many authors who make judgments and publish opinions about how “horrific” industrial farming is are unqualified because they simply do not know all of the facts. He proves that authors such as Pollen have not done the adequate research to be able to write a well-informed and factual article that fairly represents industrial farmers. 
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